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which represented the whole nation except for the two anti-
constitutionalist wings. Republican Germany had at last a repub-
lican government that could be—and was—master in its own house
because it wanted to be. Both the Communists and the Nationalists
threatened civil war, the threat that had so terrified his predecessors
who dared tackle neither. Stresemann had made up his mind to
tackle both if necessary, and confident in the armed forces—then
under a singularly able group of officers who had made up their
minds at last that the duty of a national force is to support the
legal government of the day, and that a national force must not
be sacrificed as a national force to the stupidities of any politicians
however "national"—was prepared to use all the forces of the
state against them.
With assurances of support such as his predecessors had not
obtained and with a confidence in himself such as had not been
seen since Ludendorff's nerves gave way, Stresemann took office
(August 13, 1923). He called off passive resistance and declared
a state of siege which meant in practice that the commanders
of the Reichswehr divisions were responsible for the maintenance
of order. His authority was immediately challenged. The emer-
gency measures, passed by the government and so approved by
the Socialist leaders, were a splendid weapon to the Communists
who had a working-class to work upon already exasperated by
privation and alarmed by the ominous progress of the Right
extremists in the direction of a coup d'etat. On the frontiers of
Bavaria a state of civil war was already in existence. To the south
the Freikorps were assembling and openly announcing their
intention of cleaning up the "Jewish-Marxist north"; immediately
opposite them in Saxony and Thuringia the working-class was
organizing to oppose invasion. In Saxony^ Socialists and Com-
munists had combined to form a government which was pro-
ceeding to arm the workers when Stresemann struck. On the
pretext that the government of Saxony was about to proclaim a
Soviet republic he marched in regular troops which dispersed
hostile demonstrations with casualties, ejected the cabinet and
placed Saxony under a Reich commissioner. Geography no doubt
dictated the priority of an attack on Saxony, but there was the

